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February 12 –
 Flexible Instructional Day (FID)  
 For more, see page 9 
February 15 – 
 President’s Day, Act 80 Day,  
 No School for Students   
February 22 –   
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, SHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
February 26-March 5 –  
 SV 2016 All-School Musical,  
 Joseph and the Amazing  
 Technicolor Dreamcoat,  
 IHS Aud. For more, click here
February 27 –  
 “I Love CVE” Event, Basket  
 raffle, Food, Free kid activities
 11 a.m.- 2 p.m.
 www.cvepto.org
February 27 –  
 All-School Musical Event
 “Meet & Greet with Joe & his  
 Bros,’” 6 p.m. – all ages event.
 See details and ticket  
 information on page 17

February Dates  
to Remember

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at  www.svsd.net

January 2016
A National Award-Winning Publication

Recognizing our Board

Public education is more than just learning the basic math, science, English and history; it’s a platform 
for students to reach their potential. It inspires hope for a new generation and a successful future. This 
institution exists in part because the nine individuals who volunteer their time to make informed  
decisions about the issues facing Seneca Valley.

Every January we celebrate these dedicated volunteers – the nine elected school board members  
who serve our students and educational system. They reside in our community. They are our friends, 
neighbors, community leaders, parents at your school and engaged senior citizens.

We thank our board for volunteering their time and talents for the betterment of public education in our 
community.

L-R, front row: Ms. Susan Harrison, Ms. Jeanette Lahm, Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools, and Mr. Eric DiTullio, School Board  
President. L-R, back row: Mr. Jim Nickel, School Board Vice President, Rev. Reid Moon, Mr. Fred Peterson, Jr., Mr. Tim Hester,  
Ms. Kathy Whittle and Mr. Jim Welsh.

To read more on our School Board Directors, see School Board Spotlights, beginning on page 10.

Nominate a teacher
The United Way of Butler  
County is hosting its 12th  
Annual Red Apple Awards for 
educators in Butler County. 
Nominate a teacher today! 
Submit a nomination at  
www.butlerunitedway.org. 

Nominations must 
be submitted  
by Friday, 
February 26, 2016.

http://www.svsd.net//site/Default.aspx?PageID=6609
http://www.cvepto.org/
http://www.svsd.net
http://www.butlerunitedway.org
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Presenting the 2014-15 Seneca Valley Annual Report:

What you’ll find inside…

To view the 2014-15 Annual Report in its entirety visit: http://svannualreports.com/

Alumni Features Class of 2015

Dynamic Photos
 & Images

Athletics

Facts & Figures

Social Matters

Staff

http://svannualreports.com/
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If you plan to register your child during the times noted above, please contact the building your child will attend to set up an appointment.  
Not familiar with your attendance zone? View the district’s Attendance Zones link at www.svsd.net/AttendanceZones to see  

what school your child will attend based on your home address.

New in 2016, parents do not need to bring their child to registration. Additional dates will be scheduled in May 2016 to bring in the students 
so they may meet and participate in developmentally appropriate hands-on activities with staff (see information below for more details).

Enrollment & Registration Forms need to be filled out and provided at registration. A packet of forms can be mailed once you make contact  
with the school. An electronic PDF version of the forms can be found here.

Documents that are REQUIRED to be presented the day of registration are:

	 •		 Two	documents	as	proof	of	residency	(lease	agreements,	mortgage	documents,	current	utility	bills,	tax	records,	W-2	form)
	 •	 Child’s	birth	certificate,	baptismal	certificate	showing	date	of	birth,	or	other	duly	certified	transcript	of	birth	record
	 •	 Immunization	records	to	date

The Pennsylvania State Health Law requires each child entering school for the first time to have the following immunizations before school begins:

	 •	 Diphtheria	and	Tetanus:	4	doses	with	one	dose	being	administered	on	or	after	the	child’s	fourth	birthday
	 •	 Polio:	3	or	more	properly	spaced	doses	of	polio	vaccine	(IPV	or	OPV)
	 •	 Measles:	2	doses
	 •	 Mumps:	2	doses
	 •	 Rubella:	1	dose
	 •	 Hepatitis	B:	3	doses
	 •	 Varicella	(Chicken	Pox	Vaccine):	2	doses 

If your child has had the disease of chickenpox, the vaccine is not required. A signed statement from the parent or physician with the date or age 
of the child when chickenpox occurred is acceptable.

If your child is not adequately immunized, consult his or her health care provider. The following physician’s office is authorized to offer  
immunizations free of charge to children who do not have health insurance: Butler County State Health Center, (724) 287-1769. Clinics are on the 
third Thursday of every month and you must call for an appointment.

Seneca Valley welcomes children (they must be five years old on or before Sept. 1, 2016) to register for kindergarten in March 2016.  
Registration locations, dates and contact numbers are:

Haine Elementary
March 1 - 3

(724) 776-1581

Evans City Elementary                                                   
March 7 - 9                                          

(724) 538-3680

Connoquenessing 
Valley Elementary                      

March 21 - 23                                     
(724) 452-8280

Rowan Elementary                                                          
March 15 - 17                                     
(724) 776-1518

2016–17 
KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION

May	20,	2016	Kindergarten	Countdown

The Seneca Valley Kindergarten Countdown program invites parents to bring their 
child to their perspective school to participate in developmentally appropriate, 
hands-on activities that enhance the early literacy skills necessary for student 
success in kindergarten. While students are participating in the various  
activities, parents will have the opportunity to meet with support professionals to 
learn about educational opportunities in the district. You will receive more  
information on the Kindergarten Countdown during the registration process at 
your child’s school.

Kindergarten	Parent	Orientation	 
and	Classroom	Visitation

Parent orientation, student classroom visitation, and 
meet the teacher opportunities will take place before 
the beginning of the 2016-17 school year. Details of 
these August events will be shared by individual 
buildings.

www.svsd.net/AttendanceZones
http://www.svsd.net/Page/18929


Rowan Elementary School recently started a 
School Spirit Committee and held their first  
meeting on Jan. 7. 

Students in the committee will lead the school in 
various spirit events and school spirit days  
throughout the school year. Currently, the  
committee is working on materials to make 
Rowan Elementary students aware of a high 
school basketball game and encouraging all 
students to attend. 

We have spirit, yes we do!

Haine and Evans City Middle Schools 
had expert, Philip Little, who is assigned 
to the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney  
General, Education and Outreach Unit, 
present a cyber safety assembly on 
Jan. 15. Mr. Little covered topics that 
included how words can be hurtful, the 
difference between bullying and  
cyberbullying, the importance of  
reporting cyberbullying and much more.

Staying safe in the  
cyber world
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Rowan Elementary students in Ms. Angela  
Cardillo’s second grade classroom recently 
visited Old Economy Village in Ambridge. The tour 
focused on the various jobs people had at Old 
Economy Village in the 19th century.  Each student 
was given the opportunity to “become” an  
apprentice and perform the tasks of an apprentice 
in that job. Students also learned the importance 
of each individual job and its role in the success  
of the community as a whole.

Hands-on history

In December, Haine Elementary students visited a local train display at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank (Joyce) Hoffman. Students enjoyed viewing the elaborate display – complete with a working 
train and miniature village – and learning about trains.

All aboard 

Seneca Valley residents 62 years of 
age or older are invited to apply to 
become a member of the Seneca 
Valley School District Gold Card Club. 
Membership entitles card holders 
to attend all home athletic events, 
music, dramatic and other school 
productions. Please note that some 
events require card members to 
reserve seating. To receive a gold 
card, simply complete the application 
provided here and return it to the  
Seneca Valley Administration Office 
at: 

Seneca Valley School District 
 c/o Gold Card 
 124 Seneca School Rd. 
 Harmony, Pa. 16037

Gold Card Club

http://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/112/Seneca%20Valley%20School%20District%20Gold%20Card%20Application.pdf
http://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/112/Seneca%20Valley%20School%20District%20Gold%20Card%20Application.pdf


Five local organizations had fuller coffers this 
past holiday season thanks to Haine Middle 
School (HMS). 

HMS raised $1,713 during the 2nd Annual HMS 
Red Ribbon Walk-a-Thon that was held on  
Oct. 30. The funds were split evenly among  
the Cranberry Township Volunteer Fire  
Department, Cranberry Emergency Medical 
Services, Allegheny Mountain Rescue Group, 
Butler County Humane Society and the Super 
Heroes Foundation.

HMS invited those organizations to the school 
in late November to show their appreciation for 
local community “Super Heroes” and presented 
each group with their monetary donation.

HMS makes a difference

Twenty-two senior high school art  
students were accepted into a juried 
art show at Slippery Rock University’s 
2015 Regional High School Art  
Exhibition that was on display  
Nov. 2-12. 

Three students won cash awards, and 
one student, Allen Free, won a portfolio 
scholarship.  

Students are as follows: Dara Eisler, 
Lucy Geronime, Maya Hampson, 
Sydney Long, Dennis Adams, Kelly 
Campbell (Award in Ceramics), Bailey 
Geyer, Josie Glover, Megan Madar, 
Cara Mastrostefano, Micah Schirra, 
 T.J.Turley, Alex Lecce (Award in 
Painting), Ryan Burgland, Audrey 
Lang, Hung Ha, Isabella Moosa, Zofia 
Chrzanowska, Sarah Foster, Alyssa 
Harrington, Jessica Farra (Award in 
Painting) and Allen Free (Portfolio 
Scholarship). 

Art showcase
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Students from Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) Condor Team are pictured here helping at a 
recent spaghetti dinner held monthly at Harmony-Zelienople United Methodist Church in Zelienople. 

“The dinners serve a great need in the community and (organizers) were about to abandon the  
project when we stepped in to help,” said Lisa Tyson, SVMS teacher. 

This dinner, and future dinners, (will be held Jan. 29, Feb. 26, April 29, and May 27) will raise money for 
local community members who are in need.

‘On top of spaghetti’

Evans City Stepping Stones, a before-and-after-care program at Evans City Schools, donated  
40 blankets and 54 dog toys for a community service project “A Gift from a Warm Heart.”  

The blankets were delivered last month to Children’s Hospital and the dog toys were delivered to the 
Butler Humane Society.

The idea for the project came from Ms. Valorie Burns, Stepping Stones group supervisor. Ms. Burns 
donated the material for the first six blankets and taught students how to make the blankets.

A gift from a warm heart

Students in Mr. Jason Woolslare’s 
and Mr. Jason Shorr’s art classes, and 
Ms. Kathleen Greppi’s French classes 
went on a field trip to The Cleveland 
Museum of Art earlier in December.  
Students spent the day admiring the 
current exhibit of Impressionist  
paintings as well as the permanent 
collection on display.

Art appreciation



L-R Carinne Geil, Siona Sharma and Alyssa Tice
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Seneca Valley seniors Carinne Geil, Siona Sharma and 
Alyssa Tice, have been selected as 2016 semifinalists  
in the Coca-Cola Scholars Program. 

Geil, Sharma and Tice were chosen as three of nearly 
2,200 semifinalists nationwide due to their outstanding 
leadership, academic achievements and dedication to 
community service that was illustrated in their initial  
applications. They will continue through the selection process with an opportunity to receive a 
$20,000 scholarship. The class of 2016 Coca Cola Scholars will mark the 28th consecutive year that 
the Foundation has awarded scholarships.

“As a premier scholarship provider, we recognize our role in helping young people achieve their  
college goals,” said Mark Davis, President of the Foundation. “The economy continues to affect many 
students’ ability to attend the college of their choice, so it is critical we continue to stay the course. 
The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation received over 87,000 applications this year, and the semifinalists 
are truly some of the most accomplished students in the country.” 

The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation, a joint effort of Coca-Cola Bottlers across America and The 
Coca Cola Company, is one of the largest corporate-sponsored, achievement-based scholarship 
programs of its kind in the United States. The program recognizes a diverse group of extraordinary 
high school seniors who have demonstrated academic and civic excellence in their schools and 
communities.  

The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation was created in 1986 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
Coca Cola and to establish a legacy for the education of tomorrow’s leaders through college scholarships. 
To learn more about the Coca-Cola scholarship program, visit www.coca-colascholars.org.

Three SV Seniors are Coca-Cola Scholars Program Semifinalists

The Seneca Valley Academic 
Decathlon Team earned a total of 23 
medals during a recent United States 
Academic Decathlon (USAD) state 
level competition held at Gannon 
University on Jan. 2.  

Teams earned medals in economics, 
social science, speech, interview and 
essay. Seneca Valley’s team placed  
second overall in the Super Quiz 
relay out of 24 high schools and three 
students from Seneca Valley, Rishin 
Sharma and Jacob Geil in speech and 
Colton Botta in interview, earned a 
perfect score. Also, students Kyle  
Cindrich and Colton Botta were two of 
the top nine highest scoring students 
out of over 400 participants in the 
entire competition. 

As part of the USAD, states hold three 
rounds of competitions that break up 
the ten subjects prior to Regionals 
where Seneca Valley will compete 
at Clarion University in February and 
move on to the State Competition at 
Penn State University, Main Campus 
in March. 

USAD is a privately funded, independent 
organization devoted to enhancing 
the quality of education. Through the 
efforts of its board and membership, 
USAD provides students of all learning 
levels the opportunity to excel  
academically through team competition. 
Although USAD works to achieve this 
in several ways, to students, teachers, 
and family members across the country, 
the USAD is primarily thought of as 
a competition. From local “heats,” 
to regional, then state, and finally an 
annual national competition, USAD 
recognizes outstanding achievement 
on the part of individuals and schools 
in ten different academic fields of 
endeavor: mathematics, language and 
literature, art, music, economics, 
speech, interview, essay, Super 
Quiz, and social science or science 
alternating depending upon the Super 
Quiz topic.

Decathletes deliver

Seneca Valley Senior High School (SHS) Engineering Teacher 
Mr. Steven Fortunato wants his students to find their passion. 
 
At the beginning of the year, Mr. Fortunato had students begin 
a 20 percent project, based on the idea originated by Google, 
where employees can work on any project they desire for  
20 percent of their salary time. 
 
“I figured it would be awesome to try something like this in 
the classroom,” said Mr. Fortunato. “I proposed the idea to my 
Honors Engineering Application students, allowing them one full 
class period a week to work on whatever they want.”
 
Mr. Fortunato gave students the opportunity to do their project 
on anything they wanted, anything they had a passion for. Their 
only requirement was to turn in a blog post every Monday that 
was then posted on Mr. Fortunato’s classroom blog and to be 
ready to give a TED-style talk at the end of the semester. 
 
SHS Honors Engineering students participated in “SV Talks” 
-a TED-style talk based on their twenty percent project in the 
SHS LGI room January 14-15. Projects varied from art to gaming 
design, building contraptions, spectrometry and more. 
 
“I encourage my students on a daily basis to find their passion, 
because anything can stem into engineering if you look deep 
enough,” states Mr. Fortunato. “So my personal goal was to 
spark curiosity, help them find what they love, and show them 
how to make it a career.”

‘20 percent’ project

http://www.coca-colascholars.org/


Seneca Valley juniors Ehlana Lingenfelter (pictured left) and Julia 
Hoggay received awards in biology and chemistry, respectively, at 
Seton Hill University’s 28th Annual Women in Science Day on Dec. 16. 

The event featured a keynote address and laboratory exercises 
throughout the Seton Hill campus prior to the awards luncheon.

Both young women were nominated by Seneca Valley Senior High 
School Science Teachers Ms. Rebecca Finch and Ms. Kelly Weston. This award also includes a  
scholarship opportunity for those students that plan to attend Seton Hill.

Women in Science Day recognizes young women who are juniors from regional high schools who 
have been nominated by their teachers as students who excel in mathematics, biology or chemistry. 

SV students earn awards at Women in Science Day

Donald Warhola, Andy Warhol’s 
nephew, visited Evans City fourth 
grade art classes on Jan. 21,  
where he shared stories about the 
legendary painter’s artwork and 
childhood memories of his famous 
Uncle Andy. Students had the  
opportunity to see family photos and 
hear stories that few in the art world 
have been fortunate to see or hear.  
A special learning opportunity for  
the students, Mr. Warhola’s visit 
helped supplement the fourth  
grade art curriculum. According to 
Amy Humes, art teacher, students 
are currently working on an  
“Endangered Species” painting  
project inspired by Warhol, “and it 
not only sharpens their art and  
creative skills, but it connects to  
science ‘Beyond Our Walls’ at  
Evans City as well.”

The Inside Scoop

Approximately 20 Seneca Valley alumni who have  
entered Science, Technology, Engineering and  
Mathematics (STEM) programs or fields of study spoke 
at Seneca Valley Senior High School Dec. 21-22 for the 
school’s 2nd Annual STEM Alumni Days. 

Students heard presentations from alumni about college majors, research projects, internships, jobs, 
and overall college experiences in areas such as biomedical engineering, neuroscience, and nursing.  

STEM Alumni Days

Penn State University (Beaver Campus) Computer Science/Engineering 
Instructor and co-founder of and software developer for Appenstance, 
LLC in Sewickley, Ms. Sherry Kratsas, spoke to STEM Fems at a meeting 
held in December. Ms. Kratsas discussed her educational background 
and career with students and assisted with their lesson on electric 
messages then and now. At the meeting, students learned the history  
of electronic communications and how to create a simple circuit. 

Engineering aspirations

We would like to thank the following 
organizations for donating funds to 
benefit the Seneca Valley Senior 
High School Engineering &  
Experimentation course. Students 
enrolled in the course are  
participating in the Sea, Air and Land 
Challenge, an engineering robotics 
event sponsored by Pennsylvania 
State University’s Electro-Optic 
Center and The Office of Naval 
Research, as the course project. 
Sponsorship money is being used to 
purchase equipment so students can 
build their drone/robotic vehicle.

Sponsors are:
Robinson Fan Inc. - $100
Lapina & Associates - $100
Dilts Enterprises - $75
North Park Clubhouse - $50
Nausett Technologies - $100
James Brent Alderson - $100
SMS Group - $500
Walmart - $20 Walmart Gift Card

Thank you

The Seneca Valley Foundation received 
gracious and substantial donations of 
$17,500 on behalf of NexTier Bank and 
$8,000 from Waste Management through 
the Pennsylvania Department of  
Community and Economic Development 
Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) 
Program grant.

A statewide program, EITC enables  
businesses to make donations to  
organizations they choose from a  
Commonwealth – approved list. EITC is a  
statewide initiative enacted by the PA Department of Community and Economic Development in 2001. 
EITC enables eligible businesses, like NexTier Bank and Waste Management, to apply credits against 
their tax liability for the tax year in which they make a contribution to support education in Pennsylvania.

Specifically, NexTier Bank and Waste Management’s EITC will benefit the following classes at Seneca Valley: 
•	 Women	in	Engineering (a class just for high school girls that focuses on Engineering concepts)
•	 Honors	Engineering (mixed class of high school boys & girls, engineering exploration & robotics  
 technology)
•	 Accounting (college credit accounting class for high school students grades 10-12)

If your business --or a business you know-- participates in EITC, please encourage them to dedicate 
EITC funds to the Seneca	Valley	Foundation. For more information or if you have questions, please call 
Ms. Kay Hoch, foundation secretary, at (724) 452-6040 ext. 1638 or by emailing her at hochkl@svsd.net.

For more information, visit www.svsd.net/SVFoundation.

NexTier, Waste Management provide generous donations through EITC

Ms. Terri Fischer (right), Waste  
Management’s Education Solutions 
Representative, gives $8,000 to 
Superintendent of Schools  
Dr. Tracy Vitale.

Mr. Richard J. Krauland, NexTier Bank’s 
President and CEO and Ms. Maria 
Smathers (far right), NexTier Bank’s 
Marketing, Sales and Branch  
Operations Senior Vice President gives 
$17,500 to Superintendent of Schools  
Dr. Tracy Vitale.

http://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation
mailto:hochkl%40svsd.net?subject=EITC
http://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation
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Hard to believe the end of January means we’re a few weeks out from the conclusion of winter sports’ regular seasons and one month before the start 
of spring sports. The following are a few winter sport highlights along with spring sport tryout/practice information.

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics January 2016

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics January 2016

Wrestling
Since the WPIAL sub-section alignments were created, Seneca Valley has never finished atop of the  
sectional standings much less finished undefeated. All of that changed in late January when the Raiders 
beat Butler 42-32 to clinic the sub-sectional title with an undefeated 5-0 record.  This top finish places the  
SV squad in the WPIAL team championships and their seeding will be determined at the sectional  
qualifiers Jan. 27. As of this writing, the Raiders are ranked 7th in the WPIAL AAA standings with a record  
of 7-3. Head Coach Kevin Wildrick has built a team of quality and quantity. On numerous occasions,  
wrestlers have moved into the starting line-up or bumped up a weight class to help the team to a 7-3 record.  
Of note was Zane Frund’s pin in December over his NA opponent and Lucas Chieppor’s recent pin at 220 
(normally he is a 185-pounder) over his Butler opponent.  The team approach has Seneca Valley rolling with 
confidence into the team and individual championships next month. 

Swimming & Diving
Raider swimming and diving is preparing to make their mark at the upcoming WPIAL championships. 
Currently the girls’ program sits undefeated at 9-0 and the boys, with a roster of 15 athletes, is 6-3.  Both 
programs have qualified swimmers in multiple events.  Remarkably, six Raider divers have qualified for 
WPIAL championships, including two boys – junior Alex Laslavic and sophomore Domenik McGill.  On 
the girls side Katelyn Caccamo, Peyton Moore, Gabi Romano and Alex Smithco will represent Seneca 
Valley at the WPIAL diving championships.  Head Coach Brian Blackwell and his assistants – Jeff 
Gavin, Kate Wilson, and Nancy Laslavic (diving) – have done a remarkable job of preparing these 
student-athletes for success in their post-season opportunities. 

Basketball	–	Girls	and	Boys
The Raider girls program sits in third place, currently, in WPIAL AAAA Section 3 standings and will look  
for a strong finish to the regular season to position themselves nicely for the upcoming WPIAL  
championships.  In addition, Head Coach Rob Lombardo looks forward to fielding a completely healthy  
team in these final few weeks.  The Raiders have yet to field a team on game day that included an entirely 
healthy squad. Senior Paige Montrose has been a steadying presence for Seneca Valley and her  
leadership will be key in the quest for post-season play. On the boys side Head Coach Victor Giannotta’s 
squad has been devastated by injury but that hasn’t curtailed the effort and energy these young men put 
forth every day.

Spring Sport Information – Key Dates to Remember
February 18 – Physicals, drug testing and/or concussion testing will be offered in the senior high immediately after school. Students should come to 
Athletic Office in lobby of senior high immediately after school and have the following paperwork ready for check-in:

	 •	 Physicals – PIAA CIPPE Sections 1, 2, 5, & 6 – all signed & completed.

	 •	 Drug	Test	– Drug test consent form and payment of $30 (checks made payable to SVSD).

	 •	 Concussion	Test	– No paperwork required.

February 26 – ALL paperwork must be turned into the Athletic	Office	by	3pm.  Do NOT give any paperwork to coaches. Parents must also have  
registered their child in the SV	Portal under Sports Registration tab.

March 7 – First date of permissible spring sport tryouts and/or practice. Contact respective coach for starting time and location. Coaches contact  
information may be found on the District’s	Athletics	&	Activities	website.

All information and forms may be found on the	Participation	Information	link.

https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net/Domain/1090
http://www.svsd.net/domain/1886
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Emergency/inclement 
weather notice

What is FIDs and how will it impact your family?

What	is	a	Flexible	Instructional	Day	(FID)? Flexible instructional days (FIDs) are deemed a school 
day and count toward the number of instructional days/hours required under Article 15 of the Public 
School Code and Chapter 11 of the state Board of Education regulations. FIDs employ “nontraditional 
strategies” to provide a continuation of instruction on regularly scheduled school days when  
circumstances (primarily weather) call for an alternate approach. Seneca Valley School District  
applied to the state in November 2014, and was recently approved to pilot this program for the  
2015-16 school year.

How	will	it	work	(for	Seneca	Valley)? In order to practice a FID with our students and staff, we will 
have a planned FID day on Friday, February 12, 2016. This day was already planned to be a snow 
make-up day. Therefore, we felt this would be a great opportunity to test the process. Students will 
stay home and engage in pre-determined instruction and assignments (teachers will communicate 
this with students prior to Feb. 12). So long as students complete their assignments, they will receive 
credit for the school day toward the state-required 180-day school year. It is also important to note 
that Seneca Valley students will not lose out on any instruction time because we currently exceed the 
minimum amount of hours and days as required by the state.

What	is	expected	of	students? Students are expected to work on assignments from home as  
communicated to students prior by the teacher. If a child does not have Internet access or equipment 
to log on, the child will have two weeks (10 school days) to make up the assignment and turn it into 
his/her instructor for full credit.

So,	how	does	student	attendance	work? Student attendance will be determined by verification and 
completion of the lesson and or assignment during the two-week assignment window.

What	if	we	do	not	have	a	snow	day	prior	to	Feb.	12? – We will still use the planned FID and the day 
will be banked toward a future snow day this school year.

What	if	we	do	not	have	any	snow	days	this	school	year? Highly unlikely, but if this occurs then  
students will receive an extra day of instruction on Feb. 12.

What	if	I	have	a	student	with	special	needs? The FID lesson will be designed for students with 
special needs utilizing their program modifications, specially designed instruction and supplementary 
aids and services identified in their individualized education plans. Upon return from a FID, teachers 
of students with special needs will meet with their students to review work submitted, checking for 
completion and understanding. If needed, students will have an additional 10 school days to  
complete assignments. Any related services scheduled during the Flexible Instructional Day will be 
rescheduled according to the frequency requirements of the students’ individualized education plan. 
On the Flexible Instructional Day, special education personnel will be available to answer questions 
through email or by phone between the hours of 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. The Special Education office  
(724-452-6040, ext. 1750) will also field parent questions and phone calls.

Why	is	it	called	FIDs	and	not	a	“Cyber	Snow	Day?” In on-going discussions with teachers and  
administrators, we have decided that our instructional delivery approach for students will be a  
combination of “on-line” and “off-line” assignments, dependent on the teacher, subject and student 
grade level. We prefer not to call them cyber snow days as it implies that all work will be done online. 
That will not be the case for all children and all subjects.

What’s	the	benefit	of	a	FID? It’s an effort to address inclement weather days while at the same time 
attempting to eliminate the need to extend the school year. If it works well, we will utilize FIDS more 
frequently in the 2016-17 school year.

At many of our parents’ request last winter, we are willing to try this approach. We do, however, ask 
your cooperation and understanding on this day.

Q & A - Preparing for Feb. 12 The Seneca Valley School District will make 
every effort to close or delay school by 
5:30 a.m. of the affected school day. Delays 
that turn into closures will be made by 7:30 
a.m. of the affected day. Please know that 
early dismissals will be avoided whenever 
possible, but if necessary, will be made by 
11 a.m. of the affected day. When Seneca 
Valley has a closing or delay, the district 
will first utilize a parent notification system, 
which will be programmed to call/text the 
phone number designated for each child*. 
In an emergency situation or in the event 
that the district goes from a two-hour delay 
to a closure, an emergency call will be sent 
to the primary and secondary numbers, as 
provided, so the information reaches all 
those affected by the emergency or change 
in status. E-mails may be used to provide 
follow-up information. 

Emergency or delay/closure/early dismissal 
information can also be found on: 

•	 www.svsd.net
•	 KDKA	Radio	1020	AM
•	 KDKA-TV	Channel	2	
•	 WTAE-TV	Channel	4
•	 WPXI-TV	Channel	11
•	 SVTV	Channel	50	(Digital	Channel	208,		
 TV Channel 407 for Consolidated   
 Communications customers)
•	 SV	Mobile	App  
•	 The	district’s	main	line	-	via	a	recording		
 - at (724) 452-6040
 
When Seneca Valley calls a two-hour delay, 
the kindergarten schedule is as follows: 

•	 CVE	/	Haine	/	Rowan	/	Evans	City	 
 AM Kindergarten: Arrival - 10:40 a.m.;  
 Dismissal - 12:35 p.m.
•	 CVE	/	Haine	/	Rowan	/	Evans	City	 
 PM Kindergarten: PM Arrival - 1:15 p.m.;  
 PM Dismissal - 3:15 p.m.

In the event of a two-hour delay, Butler  
Vo-tech is canceled for Seneca Valley  
students. Students should ride their 
neighborhood bus into school following the 
delayed schedule information.

*To change or update your contact  
information at any time, please go to the 
SV	Portal and log in to your account. If you 
do not have your access information or are 
having difficulty with access, please contact 
Pam Evans at (724) 452-6040, ext. 0 for more 
information.

Be preparedBe preparedBe prepared

http://www.svsd.net
http://launch.customschoolapp.net/svsd/
https://portal.svsd.net/
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Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
My wife, Cindy, and I have been married for 17 years and have five children. Isaac is 26 and is completing his  
doctorate work in Pharmacology at the University of Rochester School of Medicine; Adelina is 17 and is a junior at 
the senior high; Domenico is 12 and in 7th grade in the middle school; Vincenzo is ten and in 4th grade at CVE; and 
Giuliana is eight and in 3rd grade at CVE.  My hobbies are my kids! Coaching and watching them in their activities; 
football, baseball, soccer, tennis, hockey, chorus, etc... They are very active and keep us constantly moving. I am 
also on the finance committee at St. Matthias Church in Evans City.

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
I was born and raised in the area and my wife has been here since she was eight.  I grew up in Cranberry  
Township before it was “Cranberry Township.”  We moved to Zelienople in 1996 and then to Lancaster Township 
in 2003. 

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
I am an Industrial Estimator for a national construction company. I studied engineering at Penn State University 
and Point Park College.

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
I have always believed in giving back to the community, whether through coaching, volunteering in church or any 
other way that “gives back.” I also am known to say “If you want change, then get involved.”  The school board 
has been the most rewarding volunteering I have done. I have learned so much about education, government and 
the wonderful people in our staff and community.
 
Now through the amazing people on the board I have been humbled to be elected its president. It makes me 
proud to know that OUR board are all good people that are just trying to do the right thing and give back to their 
community.
  

School BoardSchool BoardSpotlightsSpotlights
In honor of the board members who volunteer their time and many talents, we are sharing with you more information on their personal and professional 
lives. Keep reading to learn more about these selfless individuals, and the reasons why community service is so important to them.

Mr.	Eric	DiTullio
President

	 •	 Serving	second	term
	 •	 Represents	Lancaster	and	 
  Forward Township, Region 8

Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
My wife Karen and I grew up in Shaler. We are high school sweethearts and have been married for 25 years. My 
two sons are 21 and 17. My older son is in his third year at Georgia Tech and my younger son is a junior at Seneca 
Valley. I enjoy playing golf when I can make the time.

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
We’ve been in the area for 16 years. After having our second son, we needed more space than we had in our first 
home in Etna. We just “fell” into the home we’ve been in and love our community. 

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
My undergraduate degree is a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from Bucknell University. My MBA 
is from the University of Pittsburgh. I am a Commercial Banker for a bank headquartered in Chicago named “the 
Private Bank.”

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
I’ve always had a passion for education and for ensuring youth has access to quality education. I serve on the 
board of Junior Achievement of Western PA, and have always enjoyed bringing basic business concepts to  
students. The board seat I hold became vacant four years ago and it was my window of opportunity to step  
forward and provide leadership that would impact the students and families in the Seneca Valley School District. 

Mr.	Jim	Nickel
Vice President

	 •	 Serving	second	term
	 •	 Represents	Cranberry	 
  Township West I and West II,  
  Region 2
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Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
My wife, Rebecca and I have one daughter, Alexis, a highest honors graduate of Seneca Valley. Alexis is currently 
a Chemistry/Pre-med major at a Northeastern University in Boston. I’m thrilled to share that our daughter felt well 
prepared for college having graduated from Seneca Valley in 2014. I enjoy traveling with my family, downhill  
skiing, basketball, and reading biographies and other non-fiction.

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
My wife and I have been living in Cranberry Township for over 27 years. We chose to move to this area because 
it is about halfway between the city of Pittsburgh and my wife’s hometown of New Castle, PA. We loved the area, 
the school district, and the location and wanted to raise our family here. 

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
I graduated from Slippery Rock University in 1984 with a business degree. I am the owner of the Geico Insurance 
office in McCandless Township.

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
I enjoy being involved in the community and have served as a member of the Cranberry Township Planning  
Committee, Sunrise Rotary, the Chamber of Commerce, and Northway Christian Community youth group in the 
past. I am currently coaching basketball at Vincentian High School. As a longtime tax payer of Seneca Valley, a 
parent, and an active community member, I was motivated to run for the school board, eager to contribute my 
services to this outstanding learning community.
  

Mr.	Tim	Hester

	 •	 Serving	first	term
	 •	 Represents	Cranberry	 
  Township East III and West V,  
  Region 5

School Board Spotlights 
continued

Each school board consists of nine members who serve a four-year term,  
without pay, as school director. School board elections are held every two years, 
and the number of seats up for election is staggered, with five seats elected one 

term, then four seats elected the alternate term (source: PSBA).

Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
I grew up in Butler and my father, as well as my brother and his family, still live there. I have two children, a son 
in Butler and a daughter in Hoboken, New Jersey. I also have a seven year old grandson in Butler. I am in my 
eighteenth year as a math teacher at New Brighton High School. In addition to being on the Seneca Valley School 
Board, I also serve on the Cranberry Township Library Board of Trustees. When I have free time, I love to walk in 
Graham Park. I collect antiques, particularly clocks and pottery.

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
I moved to Cranberry Township almost 27 years ago. At that time I was working in the banking industry and  
transferred to Pittsburgh from Franklin, Pennsylvania. Other than the snow, Cranberry Township is a fantastic 
community. 

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
I graduated from Slippery Rock University in 1978 with a BS in Mathematics and minors in Business  
Administration and Computer Science.  I worked as a computer programmer/systems analyst for 15 years. In  
addition, I taught Computer Programming at the Venango Campus of Clarion University.  I thoroughly loved  
teaching, so I decided a career change was in order. I received my teaching certificate from Robert Morris  
University in 1997 and began my high school teaching career.

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
As I stated, I am on the Cranberry Township Library Board and love being involved with the community. After my 
daughter was out on her own, I knew that I had more free time and wanted to give back to the community that has 
served me so well.  When an opportunity presented itself to run for the school board, I didn’t have to think twice.   
I think I bring a good perspective as a member of the board with both my teaching and financial backgrounds.

Ms.	Susan	Harrison

	 •	 Serving	first	term
	 •	 Represents	Cranberry	 
  Township West III, Region 3



School Board Spotlights 
continued

Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
I have three personal interests: our kids who have quite literally become our hobbies (as likely many in this  
audience can relate to)! Ellie (‘15 SV graduate & student at Indian University of Pennsylvania- studying Music 
Education); Keegan - 11th grade; and Noah -2nd Grade. Daisy, the one year old pup, rounds out the family to four 
kids. My husband and I love to attend SV football games, and our kids’ sporting/musical events. Our very favorite 
family pastime is traveling. A dream trip on the radar is to Costa Rica.

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
We have lived in Cranberry 14 years. We came here from Minnesota (where my husband and I were raised) via 
corporate transfer with American Express. As we were able to live anywhere on the East Coast, we looked at 
Places Rated Almanac and decided to check out Pittsburgh. We were fortunate enough to have a good relocation 
company that under our stipulations of finding a very good school district without overpaying on taxes, pointed us 
to Seneca Valley School District and Cranberry Township as one of the East’s “best up and coming places to live.” 

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
I have a BS degree in Recreation from St. Cloud State University. I started my career as a Director with the YMCA, 
and later matriculated into the world of Development. I now work for a private school called The Neighborhood 
Academy- Pittsburgh’s only college-prep school geared specifically to breaking the cycle of poverty through 
education. One hundred percent of our students matriculate to college.

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
Having served on a handful of non-profit boards before taking this seat, I knew that a board member who could 
challenge administration in good ways vs. malicious ways would be important to positive forward momentum for 
the district. As a woman of faith, I felt God calling me to serve this district that had offered so much to students 
including my own children: from rigorous academics taught by the very best teachers, fine music programs, 
competitive athletics, special needs and gifted support, and much, much more.
  

Ms. Jeanette Lahm

	 •	 Serving	second	term
	 •	 Represents	Cranberry	 
  Township East I and II,  
  Region 1
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Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
I met my wife Krista while attending the University of Oregon and we were married in 1977.  We have three 
married children and six grandchildren.  We enjoy volunteering in the community and sharing a bowl or two of 
popcorn every evening we can.

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
We moved to Zelienople in 1988 at the invitation of a seminary friend to help with the ministry of the  
Zelienople church of Christ. 

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
I hold a B.S. degree in management from the University of Oregon (1978) and a Master of Theology from  
Harding University Graduate School in Memphis, Tennessee. I have served two congregations of the church of 
Christ.  As a youth pastor for four years in Manchester, New Hampshire and as the pastor/preacher of the  
Zelienople church of Christ for 27 years. It is also a privilege to serve as a bus driver for A.J. Myers and Sons for 
the district for 24 years.

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
Our children are the future of our community. Our three children had outstanding experiences during their time 
at Seneca Valley. Serving on the board is a rewarding and fulfilling opportunity to give back. Also, serving in the 
capacity of school board director affords me a bird’s eye view of the essential role that a quality education plays 
in their lives.

Rev. Reid Moon

	 •	 Serving	second	term
	 •	 Represents	Zelienople	 
  Borough, Region 6

The American board of education traces its origins back to 1647 with the formation of 
the American public school system, the Massachusetts Bay Colony mandated that every 

town within its jurisdiction establish a public school. Committees sprang up to run  
the institutions, and in the 1820s the state of Massachusetts made the committees  

independent of local governments, establishing the model for the autonomous school 
districts that exist throughout the country today (source: Wikipedia).
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School Board Spotlights 
continued

According to the Pennsylvania School Board Association’s Board Director survey,  
the “typical” school director is male, well-educated, 55 to 59 years of age, married with 

two children attending public schools, and devotes 16-20 hours per month to school 
board business. The study results indicate the most beneficial abilities/skills  

contributed are fairness/objectivity, and the most important concerns facing schools  
are adequate funding and pensions.

Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
The Peterson family has lived in Cranberry for close to 17 years. I  have two sons who are Seneca Valley  
graduates. My wife is a Life Flight nurse. My work involves emergency preparedness and public health which 
requires a great deal of reading and study to stay current with world events. My non-work interests include  
ecology and the natural world, especially wildflowers. I have cataloged over 1,400 species of wildflowers in my 
travels throughout the United States.

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
I moved to western Pennsylvania from my native Connecticut in 1979 to become the Executive Director of the 
regional Emergency Medical Services Agency. 

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
I earned a Bachelor’s Degree from Tufts University outside Boston where I completed a double major in Sociology 
and Education. I student taught in a combined third and fourth grade with 120 kids and six teachers…it was the 
1960s. Ten years later, I graduated from the Yale University School of Medicine with a Master’s Degree in Public 
Health. Although I never taught in a school, I have helped many people become EMTs and paramedics in  
Connecticut, Florida and Pennsylvania.

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
I’ve always thought that it is important to “give back” to the community that I live in. I can’t think of a better way 
to contribute to the region’s future than to support the Seneca Valley School District as it develops that future one 
student at a time.

Mr. Fred Peterson

	 •	 Serving	first	term
	 •	 Represents	Cranberry	 
  Township West IV and  
  West VI, Region 4

Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
I am married with two children, one who has graduated from Seneca Valley and one still in Seneca Valley. I have 
two horses, two dogs and two cats. I enjoy the outdoors with both hunting and fishing. 

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
I have been living in the area for 15 years. We moved to the area to be closer to family and enjoy all that the area 
has to offer. 

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
I earned my Bachelor’s degree from West Virginia Wesleyan and my Master’s degree from Slippery Rock  
University. I have also taken classes through the University of Pittsburgh and IADT for information technology. 
My chosen profession is education as I am passionate about educating our children. I enjoy guiding students to a 
more thorough understanding and empowering them to think on their own.

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
I chose to run for school board because I believe in community service. Additionally, I ran to ensure Seneca  
Valley was being diligent with spending. I am pleased to say that our current administration is working diligently to 
bring a top quality education while being financially prudent.
  

Mr.	James	Welsh

	 •	 Serving	second	term
	 •	 Represents	Callery	and 
  Harmony Boroughs and  
  Jackson Township, Region 9
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Board meetings are open to the public and are held at 8 p.m. in 
the Intermediate High School auditorium. If you require special 
accommodations to participate in the proceedings, please call 
the director for human resources and pupil personnel services, 
at (724) 452-6040, ext. 1760. School board meeting agendas and 
minutes can be found on the school district website at  
www.svsd.net/SchoolBoard. Please note that board meeting 
minutes must be approved at the following month’s meeting 
before they can be posted.

 In February and March, the meetings will be moved to the 
senior high school auditorium due to the musical set up in the 
intermediate high school.

School Board Meeting Dates

Work	Sessions	 Regular	(Action)	Meetings

**No work session meeting *February 22, 2016

**No work session meeting March 14, 2016

April 4, 2016 April 11, 2016

May 2, 2016 May 9, 2016

June 6, 2016 June 13, 2016

July - NO MEETING July - NO MEETING
 
 *Alternate date due to holiday

** In lieu of work session meetings, buildings and grounds meetings will be 
held at 6 p.m. on Feb. 8 and March 7, 2016, in the Seneca Valley Administration 
Office, Conference Room B. These meetings will address the District’s recent 
feasibility study and are open to the public.

Q:		Tell	us	a	little	about	yourself
My name is Kathy Whittle and I currently live in Seven Fields, Pennsylvania with my husband and our two teenage 
daughters who are a freshman and junior at Seneca Valley School District. I enjoy exercising and watching our 
girls participating in their activities.

Q:	How	long	have	you	lived	in	the	area	and	how	did	you	end	up	here?	
We have lived in Seven Fields for over 15 years. I grew up in Penn Hills. I moved out of the area to attend college 
and start my career and eventually ended up in Atlanta where I met my husband. Once we started our family, we 
wanted to be closer to family and agreed the Pittsburgh area was a wonderful area to raise our children.  

Q:	Tell	us	more	about	your	educational	background	and	profession.	
I graduated from Penn Hills High School and have a BS degree from American University.  I worked over 16 years 
as a merchant for an athletic sporting goods company. Since having our daughters, I have had several part-time 
jobs and never have a problem staying busy.

Q:	Community	service	is	clearly	important	to	you.	When	it	came	to	volunteering,	what	made	you	choose	to	run	
for	the	school	board	at	Seneca	Valley?	
I have always been involved with our daughters as a volunteer in the class room, a PTA participant or coaching 
the athletic teams they were on.  When the girls reached the secondary schools there were fewer opportunities 
to stay involved in the schools.  When a position on the school board for Seven Fields/ Evan City became  
available, and after careful consideration, I choose to pursue the School Board position.  

Ms.	Kathy	Whittle

	 •	 Serving	second	term
	 •	 Represents	Evans	City	and		
  Seven Fields Boroughs,   
  Region 7

Please note that the members who serve Callery, Evans City, Harmony, Seven Fields, and Zelienople Boroughs as well as Forward, Jackson, and  
Lancaster Townships, represent those areas in whole. 

The five members who represent the different regions of Cranberry Township are noted with their spotlight features. To learn more about what specific 
areas of Cranberry Township these regions represent, please click	here.

The	School	Board	has	approved	the	following	meeting	dates:

http://www.svsd.net/SchoolBoard
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/DocumentView.asp?DID=34
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Q:	Where	do	you	work,	what	do	you	do,	and	tell	us	why	you	enjoy	your	profession?
A: I’m a professional freelance performer.  I’ve been singing and dancing on cruise ships with 
Royal Caribbean for the last four years since graduating from Penn State University. I studied  
vocal performance there for four years and graduated with a degree in Music in 2011. I received 
a job offer from Royal Caribbean on my graduation day, which actually was pretty good timing 
if I do say so myself. I had an absolute blast working on the ships and got the opportunity to see 
some amazing places all around the world! Recent favorites include the Mediterranean, Brazil 
and Argentina, and we even got to go to Antarctica last January!  

As for now, I moved to NYC this past summer to pursue more land-based theater work.  
Eventually the goal is Broadway, but it takes a lot of hard work, patience, and a bit of luck to 
make it (in addition talent and skill sets).  So hopefully in a few years I can check off a Broadway 
show from my bucket list! Needless to say, though it can be tough at times, I love my profession 
and enjoy the excitement of each new project and show!

Q:		Please	share	with	us	some	information	about	your	family.	
A: My family has been living in Cranberry Township for about 20 years and my sister (Danielle - class of ‘05) and brother (Jeffrey - class of ‘16) have 
both attended Seneca as well.   

Q:	How	did	Seneca	Valley	help	you	become	the	person	you	are	today,	both	personally	and	professionally?	
A: I truly enjoyed my experience at Seneca. Aside from a full schedule of core classes - mostly honors or CHS, I was very active in the music and 
theater programs and value every moment spent in those settings.  

Q:	What	do	you	think	makes	Seneca	Valley	such	a	special	place	to	learn	and	grow?
A: I’ve used the skills that I began to build at Seneca in all aspects of my work and daily life. I am proud to say that my high school was a strong  
supporter of the arts and I’m almost jealous of the many opportunities that are now available for students today!

Q:	Who	was	your	favorite	teacher/coach/SV	staff	member?		
A: I’ve got to call a tie between Mr. Matchett and Mr. Armstrong - the band teachers. They were tough on us, and always expected the absolute  
highest standard.  It’s something that I think I took a bit for granted at the time and have realized in years passed how lucky I was to have such  
encouragement and work ethic ingrained into me. Their passion and musicality that they pass on to their students is truly one-of-a-kind.

Q:	What	is	one	of	your	favorite	memories	from	your	time	at	Seneca	Valley?	
A: I always loved the high school Musicals, but I think my favorite one would be West Side Story in the Spring of 2007 (my senior year).  It was the 
epitome of my musical experience in high school and I will always have fond memories to think back on when I hear the music from that show.

Q:	If	you	had	one	message	for	teachers	or	staff,	what	would	it	be?
A: Keep inspiring kids to work hard and achieve their goals based on what makes them happy and not just what will get them into a “successful” 
college or major.  It’s easy to get stuck on SAT scores, GPA’s, and college prep - which are, of course, important - but when all is said and done after 
education, doing what truly makes you happy is one of the most important things in life!

Mr.	Stephen	Millett,	a	2007	Seneca	Valley	graduate,	is	a	professional	freelance	performer	
living	in	NYC.	We	asked	him	to	catch	us	up	on	what	he	is	doing	today	and	how	Seneca	 
Valley	influenced	his	life	and	career.

AlumniAlumniQ & AQ & A

We want to hear from you
Seneca Valley is proud of their graduates who have excelled in their careers. Be sure to let us know if you would like to be featured in our Raider 
Pride e-newsletter. To keep us in the loop, send your graduation year, a summary of your professional life, a brief review of how Seneca Valley 
helped pave the way and a photo to: Linda	Andreassi,	Communications	Director.

mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Alumni%20Corner
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January 18 was Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday, and classes in the Seneca Valley School District par-
ticipated in  various activities to further promote open communications on diversity and inspire students 
and faculty to respect and embrace one another’s differences. These activities are an extension of the 
good work taking place in the Seneca Valley Diversity Committee. The mission of the Seneca Valley 
Diversity Committee is to join the school and the community and serve as a culturally aware and diverse 
entity. The committee regularly meets to design, develop and implement comprehensive systems of  
responsibility, accountability and recognition for increasing diversity awareness. The group also  
provides a knowledge base that sustains a community of learners, teachers, administrators and families. 

The Seneca Valley Diversity Committee meets their goals by:

	 •	 Increasing	global	awareness	within	the	school	community
	 •	 Impacting	student	identity	development	and	valuing	diversity
	 •	 Providing	continuous	education	around	the	concept	of	diversity

Core	Committee:
The Seneca Valley Core  Diversity Committee comprises of district employees. These are individuals 
who are invested in issues surrounding diversity and who are passionate about advocating and  
supporting diversity.

At-Large	Committee:
The Seneca Valley At-Large Committee includes core committee members and community members. 
Our community members offer a different perspective and add valuable insight and information to our 
discussions. If you would like to become a member of the diversity committee, please contact Ms. Kyra 
Bobak, Human Resources and Pupil Services Director, at bobakka@svsd.net or by calling  
(724) 452-6040, ext. 1760.

Valuing diversity 

Peace for all

Haine Elementary students recently learned and 
celebrated peace in honor of Martin Luther King 
Jr., Day on Jan. 18.

To learn more about the Seneca Valley Diversity Committee and Real Diversity Recognition Program  
(and its winners), please visit www.svsd.net/Diversity

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School CARE student representatives 
recently led CVE students through character building activities as part of our 
Olweus Bullying Prevention Program.

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. 
Intelligence plus character- that is the goal of true education.” 

-Martin Luther King, Jr.

Building character 

mailto:bobakka%40svsd.net?subject=Diversity%20Committee
http://www.svsd.net/Diversity
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National Drug Facts Week℠ (NDFW) is an annual health observance week designed to shatter the 
myths about drugs and drug abuse. This year’s event ran this past week (Jan. 25-29, 2016).

As part of this event, we are sharing with parents an important documentary, “The Truth About 
Drugs.”  We strongly suggest you view it, and hope the information and personal stories will reinforce 
the message of how important it is to live life drug-free. We encourage you to join us in sharing these 
important messages with your children.

To view the documentary, go to: http://www.drugfreeworld.org/drugfacts/the-truth-about-drugs.html  
and click on the documentary link.

To learn more about drugs and how to talk about drug use with your children,  
visit http://www.addictioneducationsociety.org/how-to-talk-about-drug-use-to-your-kids-2/

We also suggest you consider the Reality Tour Drug Prevention Program. This local program could be 
the most important hours you ever spend with your child. To learn more, visit www.RealityTour.org.

Shatter the myths
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